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Open Access policy passed by Drake Faculty Senate

The Faculty Senate of Drake University endorsed an Open Access Policy at its regular meeting on 17 April 2013
(the amended text follows).  It is one of the first such campus-wide Open Access academic policies to be adopted
in Iowa. The Faculty of Cowles Library had originally endorsed the policy, and they hope to leverage this
endorsement to raise awareness of Open Access in general, and the Drake Institutional Repository
(eScholarShare) in particular.

Drake University Open Access Policy Text (as amended)

 The Faculty of Drake University is committed to disseminating its research and scholarship as widely as
possible. The Faculty recognize the public benefit of such dissemination, including that providing greater access
to scholarship promotes social justice. This policy is also intended to serve faculty interests by promoting greater
reach and impact for scholarly publications, assisting authors’ retention of distribution rights, and ensuring long-
term preservation of the scholarly output of the University.

In keeping with these commitments, the Drake Faculty Senate recognizes that Cowles Library has created an
Open Access repository of the scholarly output of faculty (eScholarShare). Each faculty member grants to Drake
University permission to make electronically available his or her scholarly works that the author has chosen to
distribute as Open Access. Drake University will permanently store and index those works for the purpose of
open dissemination. In legal terms, under this policy, Drake Faculty author(s) or copyright owner(s) grant to
Drake University the non-exclusive, royalty-free right to reproduce, convert to an updated electronic format,
publicly display/perform and/or distribute their submission (including the abstract) worldwide in any format or
medium, including but not limited to print, photographic, electronic, audio and/or video. The Drake Faculty
author(s) remain(s) the copyright owner unless that author chooses to transfer the copyright to a publisher.

Scholarly works authored or co-authored while anyone is a member of the Faculty would be eligible for deposit
in the repository unless the Faculty member entered into an incompatible licensing or assignment agreement,
such as transferring all rights to a publisher. If the faculty member grants to Drake University permission to
make electronically available his or her scholarly works, he or she may embargo scholarly articles from



10/25/2017 Open Access policy passed by Drake Faculty Senate

https://purpose.library.drake.edu/2013/04/19/open-access-policy-passed-by-drake-faculty-senate/ 2/4

distribution for a specified period of time if a publishing agreement made by the Faculty member is incompatible
with immediate distribution in eScholarShare.

The Faculty Senate calls upon the Cowles Library Faculty Council to work with the Provost’s Office, in
collaboration with the Faculty Senate, to develop and monitor an implementation plan for this policy. The
Library Faculty Council, in consultation with the Provost’s Office, will submit annual reports to Faculty Senate.
The policy and service model will be reviewed as needed and a recommendation on revisions to the policy
presented to the Faculty Senate.

« Muslim Journey Bookshelf (and videos!) AvailableDr. Susan Fink and Marc Davis presenting at ILA/ACRL on
10 May »

2 Responses to Open Access policy passed by Drake Faculty Senate

By Jeffrey Beall April 25, 2013 - 4:08 pm

How does “providing greater access to scholarship promote[] social justice” ?

Reply

By Bruce Gilbert May 8, 2013 - 10:53 am

Good question! This was actually a key ingredient in our justification. We wrote a separate rationale
document that contains this pertinent sentence: “OA supports Drake’s goals of global and social
engagement – Open Access is a global movement; many of the chief advocates are European
(Google “academic spring movement”), and many of the beneficiaries are in the developing world
(where academies rarely have the resources to breach commercial publishing barriers).”
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